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Day 1 - Thursday, 6th November 2025 - Sri Ramachandra Convention Centre - Chennai

07:30 AM - o ] )

S0 AN Registration & Filter Kaapi

08:00 AM -

— Doors Open, Delegates to Take Seats

08:35 AM - Briefings: The Post Conference White Paper Planning Prabha Dixit, HOS, Akshar Arbol International

08:45 AM School

08:50 AM - Nritya of Belonging: A soulful dance offering by special artists of RASA, expressing through movement the

09:00 AM joy of inclusion and the power of belonging
Welcome Address & Context Setting on Beyond the Bell Curve: Why Schools Must Lead India’s Next
Transformation

0;90]55/:':11_ « Prabha Dixit, HOS, Akshar Arbol International School

: e Dr Prem Shankar, Chairperson, Holy Sai Group of Institutions
+ Ravi Santlani, Founder & CEO, ScooNews

09:20 AM - - . ) -

——— Organising Committee: Introductions & Felicitations

09:30 AM - Opening Keynote

09:45 AM Dr. Chandra Mohan, Principal Secretary - Dept. of School Education, Govt of Tamil Nadu
Special Keynote: Collaboration and Cross-Disciplinary Thinking: A Blueprint from Space Missions for

09:50 AM - School Teams (Stories from India’s space program that reveal how teamwork and cross-disciplinary problem-

10:05 AM solving can inspire new models for schools, offering the audience a vivid metaphor for collaboration and
innovation inside schools.) Dr. Mylswamy Annadurai, The Moon Man of India & Former Director of ISRO
How Tamil Nadu Can Become a Trillion-Dollar Economy through Education: A powerful look at how

10:10 AM - education can drive Tamil Nadu’s economic growth. (Jacob Thomas connects classroom innovation and skill

10225 AM development to large-scale prosperity, proving that investing in education is investing in the state’s trillion-
dollar future.) Jacob Thomas, President, Good Shepherd International School, Ooty

10:30 AM- Netflix Killed Blockbuster. Al Will Kill Traditional Schooling. Be on the right side of the shift.

10:40 AM Lina Ashar, Founder, Dreamtime Learning
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Fireside Chat:
From Measurement to Meaning: The Western Australian Curriculum Journey Beyond the Bell Curve
Exploring how the WA Curriculum’s emphasis on breadth, flexibility, and human capabilities moves education

10:45 AM past averages — toward personal growth and global readiness.

UKD L3 Prabha Dixit, Head of School - Akshar Arbol International School

in conversation with
Faiza Mirza - COO,- WACE, India
Syed Sultan Ahmed, Chairperson - TAISI

11:05 AM -

56 Al COFFEE & EXPO VISIT

Big Table 1
From Exams to Employability: Can India Redesign Assessment to Power Growth?
A dynamic, rapid-fire exchange of ideas from educators, employers, and policymakers — each sharing one
bold approach to reimagining assessments for a future-ready India. The discussion explores how exams can
move beyond marks to build real-world skills and employability, offering a panoramic view of how
assessment reform can fuel India’s growth.

11:30 AM -

12:05 PM Chair: Dr. Arunabh Singh, Director, Nehru World School, Ghaziabad & Healthy Planet, Noida
Panelists:
Darren Harrison, HOS, Anand Singapore International School, Chennai
Dr Maheshwari Natarajan, Director, Agurchand Manmull Jain School, Chennai
Dr. Bhavanishankar Subramanian, Director- Strategy, Research & Innovation, Heartfulness International
Schools, Chennai
Dr. N. Vijayan, Founder & Senior Principal - Zion Group of Schools, Chennai

Fireside Chat: Learning that Works: Embedding Skill Tech and Research Thinking in Schools.
How educators, technologists, and policymakers can co-create systems where learning is hands-on, inquiry-
driven, and aligned with real-world skills.

12:05 AM -

12:05 PM Dr. Meenakshi Ramesh, Director Academics, Vels Group of Schools

in conversation with
e Dr.S.Prem Shankar, Chairperson, Holy Sai Group of Institutions & President, Tamil Nadu Association of
Cambridge Schools
+ Utkarsh Mishra, Commercial Director, India & South Asia, Britannica Education

12:25 PM - Preparing Learners for a Future You Cant Yet Predict
12:35 PM Mikin Lala, Founder, LogiQids



12:40 PM
- 115 PM

1:20 PM -
1:30 PM

1:30 PM -
2:00 PM

02:00PM

03:00PM

03:00 PM
- 04.00
PM
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Big Table 2

Schools as Innovation Hubs: Teaching Entrepreneurship Early

A fast-paced session featuring quick, sharp insights from leading educators and innovators who are embedding
entrepreneurship within schools. Each speaker shares a practical model or success story that redefines how young
learners think, create, and take initiative. The discussion culminates in a toolkit of ideas for turning schools into
thriving micro-innovation hubs.

Chair: MYM Velmurugan - CEO, Velammal Education Trust

Panelist

Ameer Khan, Principal, Abhaya School, Hyderabad

Lalitha Prakash, Executive Director, K'sirs International School, Coimbatore
Pritam Kumar Agarwal, Founder & Director - Hello Kids Chain of Preschools
Dr Anusha Ravi, CEO, Park Group of Institutions

From Invisible to Irresistible:

How the STORY Framework Helps Schools Win Over the Modern Parent.

Most schools do incredible work within their four walls — but parents rarely see it. In this 10-minute power talk,
Simon Jacob, a marketer-turned-educator and founder of Fyule, reveals the STORY Framework — a five-step
model that helps schools transform their communication from mundane to magnetic. Built on principles of brand
storytelling used by iconic companies and adapted for education, the framework shows how schools can move
from “telling what they do” to “sharing why it matters.” Discover how to make your school’s story irresistible to the
modern Gen Alpha parent — one authentic story at a time.

Speaker: Simon Jacob, Co-founder & CEO - Fyule

Bridging the Latitude: Twin Roots, Shared Sky

A North-South Sister School Partnership Initiative

This session unveils an innovative North-South Sister School Partnership model that connects schools across
India’s diverse regions. The initiative fosters collaboration, cultural understanding, and shared learning between
educators and students — celebrating India’s unity in diversity.

Representing North India

e Amrita Burman, Director, Sunbeam Group of Educational Institutions

o Aditi Misra, Director, DPS Gurgaon, DPS International, Dharav High Schools

¢ Dr. Vasudha Neel Mani, Principal, Rockwoods School
Representing South India

e Priya Dixit, Head of School, Akshar Arbol International School, Chennai

« Dr R Kishore Kumar, Chairperson, St Johns Public School

* Manju Balasubramanyam, Principal, Delhi Public School, Bangalore North

o Dr Sarabjeet Kaur Jagpal, Principal, Khalsa Public Senior Secondary School, Port Blair

NETWORKING LUNCH & EXPO VISIT

Workshops - 5 Simultaneous Workshops - Choose Any One
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Workshop 1
03:00 PM -
04:00 PM

Workshop 2
03:00 PM -
04:00 PM

Workshop 3
03:00 PM -
04:00 PM

Workshop 4
03:00 PM -
04:00 PM
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Stillness in the Storm: Mindful Leadership in Action

In the fast-paced world of school leadership, calm is not a luxury—it's a skill. This interactive workshop helps
Principals and education leaders pause, reflect, and find clarity amidst constant demandsThrough
mindfulness practices and guided reflection, participants will explore how awareness of their own thinking
(metacognition) can enhance emotional intelligence, resilience, and decision-making. Because true leadership
isn't about escaping the storm—it's about learning to lead from its centre, with balance and presence.
Facilitator: Dr. Vasudha Neel Mani, Principal, Rockwoods International School & Leadership Coach

Unleashing Your Leadership Superpower

Every leader is measured by the value they create — but the truly great ones are defined by who they are.
This powerful, hands-on workshop helps leaders discover how their personal values form the core of their
leadership identity and how adding an “S” to VALUE transforms them into a true SuperpowerThrough
engaging reflection exercises, interactive games, and real-life scenarios, participants will:Understand how to
live and lead through their values.Learn to make decisions guided by what truly matters.Discover how their
values are their unique leadership advantage Expect 80% action, 20% laughter — and a lot of “ahal”
moments along the way.

Facilitator: Mark Baterip, Director of Education, SkillsForUs

Leading on the Line: Navigating Adaptive Challenges in Education

This interactive workshop draws inspiration from Ronald Heifetz and Marty Linsky's seminal work Leadership
on the Line, exploring how educators and school leaders can thrive amid change, resistance, and uncertainty.
Through reflection, role-based activities, and dialogue, participants will uncover the distinction between
technical and adaptive challenges and learn how to mobilize people to tackle tough issues collaboratively.
The session delves into the emotional and relational dynamics of leadership—how to stay grounded, sustain
purpose, and balance courage with empathy when the heat is on. Participants will leave with practical tools
and frameworks to lead adaptively in their own educational contexts.

Facilitator: Rajesh Yasudevan, Head of School, Manchester International School (India)

Step into the vibrant world of traditional Indian games-where play meets pedagogy, and heritage
becomes a tool for transformation.

This immersive workshop invites educators to rediscover the timeless charm of traditional games and explore
their powerful role in modern classrooms. From enhancing motor and sensory skills to nurturing mathematical
thinking and life skills like teamwork, resilience, and strategic decision-making, these games offer more than
just fun—they foster holistic development. Through hands-on sessions, storytelling, and cultural insights,
participants will learn how to integrate old favourites like games with tamarind seeds and shells, as well as
the Tiger and Goat game or the traditional Snakes and Ladders, into lesson plans, festivals, and
extracurricular activities. Whether you're teaching early learners or guiding teens, this workshop will equip
you with creative tools to make learning joyful, inclusive, and deeply rooted in cultural pride. Join us to play,
learn, and reimagine education—one game at a time.

Facilitator: Vinita Sidhartha, Founder - Kreeda (Reviving Traditional Games)
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Building the Federation: Uniting India’s Education Associations
As India’s education ecosystem grows more complex and interconnected, the need for a
unified national platform representing school associations, federations, and regional

Closed Door
Meeti forums has never been stronger. This by-invite-only closed-door roundtable brings
eeting -
(By | gf together heads of leading education associations from across the country to discuss the
nvite
z) Iy) formation of a national democratic federation — a collective that amplifies the voice of
n
03.00 ;M school leaders, represents regional diversity, and works collaboratively on key policy and
0‘;.00 PM reform agendas with the Central Government. The discussion will explore the structure,

principles, and shared purpose of this potential alliance — one that upholds autonomy,
fosters collaboration, and creates a common national voice for private, public, and
alternative education bodies across India.

Mega Workshop
From distraction to discovery: Building focus through hands-on creativity
Prof Manish Jain, Centre of Creative Larning, IIT Gandhinagar

04:30 PM -
05:30 PM

05:30PM -

06:00 PM NETWORKING COFFEE & EXPO VISIT - End of Day 1

End of Day 1
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Day 2 - Friday, 7th November 2025 - Sri Ramachandra Convention Centre - Chennai

07:45 AM - ) . q o
S0 A Registration & Filter Kaapi
08:00 AM -
G910 AN Doors Open, Delegates to Take Seats
0(?83;)] /:r:; ) Arrival of Hon Minister of School Education: Thiru Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi
Opening Performance: “Rhythms of Progress”.
G5 A A captivating Bharatanatyam presentation by students from state-run schools, initiated & mentored by
0{'}45 AM- ABHAI (Association of Bharatanatyam Artists of India). This performance celebrates Tamil Nadu's rich
: cultural identity and showcases the government’s commitment to inclusivity and arts integration in education.
It is a tribute to how the arts nurture creativity, belonging, and collective expression among learners.
Ceremonial Lamp Lighting:
« Thiru Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi, Hon Minister of School Education; Govt of Tamil Nadu
08:45 AM - « Dr. Chandra Mohan, Principal Secretary- Dept. of School Education, Govt of Tamil Nadu
08:55 AM « Dr. Lakshyaraj Singh Mewar of Udaipur, Trustee, Vidyadaan Trust & Maharana of Mewar Charitable
Foundation
« Ravi Santlani, Founder & CEO, ScooNews
Stretching Every Finger to Be the Middle Finger: Why Uniformity is Not Equality
Dr Rouble Tuli & Shikha Dutt, Education Influencers
09:00 AM - What to Expect: A provocative exploration of how one-size-fits-all education models crush diversity, creativity,
09:15 AM and contextual intelligence, making the nation miss what it actually needs.
Outcome: Delegates understand why state-specific education policies like Tamil Nadu's SEP can lead to
deeper inclusion, stronger outcomes, and truer national progress, thereby setting a milestone example for other
states to model.
Keynote Address by Hon'ble Minister for School Education, Thiru Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi
09:20 AM - « Felicitation Ceremony: Honouring the Pillars of Tamil Nadu
09:45 AM « WACE MoU Signing Ceremony
¢ Unveiling of the Shiv Nadar Brochure
o Launch of the ScooNews Special Issue
9:45 AM - Power Talk: Dr. Lakshyaraj Singh Mewar of Udaipur, Trustee, Vidyadaan Trust & Maharana of Mewar

10:05 AM Charitable Trust



NEW INDIA
EDUCATION
SUMMIT  &7November, | Day 2
SOUTHINDIAEDITION cConvention Centre, Chennai Friday, 7 Nov

1]

10:30 AM -
Y NETWORKING COFFEE & EXPO VISIT
Big Table 3: The Competencies India Needs Most
What to Expect: A rapid-fire sequence of 4-minute presentations from education leaders, each spotlighting one essential
competency India’s young people must master for the future. The goal is to champion one non-negotiable skill or
disposition and show why schools must embed it explicitly in teaching and culture. A sharper map of the competencies
that truly matter for India’s growth, giving schools direction on where to focus beyond marks and content.
11:05 AM -
1:40 AM Chair: Priya Dixit, HOS, Akshar Arbol International School
Panelists:
« CS Manoharan, President, CBSE Schools Management Association - CSMA
* Robinsingh Joshua Prince, Academic Director, St Marks MHSS, Chennai
« Commodore Manu Roy, Commanding Officer, INS Adyar
« Dr. Anubhuti Maurya, Associate Professor, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Shiv Nadar University, Delhi
NCR
11:45 AM - Futures of Education and Education Planning
12:00 AM Dr S Venkatraman, Senior Consultant - Education, UNESCO, WHO, ASIAN Dev Bank
12:05 PM - Remhumanziing Education Through Technology
12:20 PM Manit Jain, Co-Founder, The Heritage Schools
12:30 PM - . . . .
1245 PM Education Through Monuments - Sandeep Sethi, Education Festival Curator
Big Table 4: What if schools became the R&D labs of society?
What to Expect: A rapid-fire sequence of 4-minute lightning talks from leaders with one practical example of how their
school has moved beyond transmission into experimentation and invention. To champion one way in which schools can act
as innovation hubs — whether through student-led projects, teacher research, partnerships, or community solutions.
12:50 PM - Delegates leave with bold, practical models for positioning schools as engines of societal innovation.
) Chair: Padmini Sambasivam, Principal, Shiv Nadar School Chennai
1:25 PM g
Panelists:
+ Dr Kannan Gireesh, CEO, Livelife Education
+ Merlia Shaukath, Founder & CEO, Madhi Foundation
« Dr. Meenakshi Ramesh, Director Academics, Vels Group of Schools
* Ella Louise Capaldi, Head of School, Park Community School, UK
« Vasa Srinivasa Rao, Founder and Chairman, Samsidh Group of Schools & CEO, Azvasa Education Ltd
All Students Panel- Beyond the Syllabus: What School Doesn’t Teach Us
This all-student panel brings together high schoolers to question the very system that shapes them—the school curriculum.
Are we truly being prepared for the real world, or just trained to pass exams?
1:30 PM - « Chair: Shreya Lakshmi Kaundinya, Associate - Learning, Innovation, and Outreach, Akshar Arbol International School
1:50 PM Panelists

« Megghna V, Student, Aguruchand Manmull Jain School, Chennai
e Luv Kumar A, Student, St. Marks’s Matriculation Higher Secondary School
« SRMuthraq, Student, Holy Sai International School



0215 PM -
03:15 PM

03:15 PM -
0415 PM

Workshop 1
03:15 PM -
04:15 PM

Workshop 2
03:15 PM -
04:15 PM

Workshop 3
03:15 PM -
04:15 PM

Workshop 4
03:15 PM -
04:15 PM

Workshop 5
03:15 PM -
04:15 PM
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Workshops - 5 Simultaneous Workshops - Choose Any One

The YES Way: Building Schools Where Youth Engage Society

In this engaging session, Sandeep Dutt, Founder of Good Schools Alliance, shares insights from over three
decades of working with young people and educators across India. Discover The YES Way — a framework
where Youth Engaging Society (YES) becomes the heartbeat of school culture. Explore how good schools
empower students to excel in Service, Skill, Sport, and Study, and how mentors can nurture identity, empathy,
and leadership among youth.

Facilitator: Sandeep Dutt, Founder, Good Schools Alliance

The Table We Build Together: The Secret Ingredient Is?
In this session, participants explore what changes when schools do not simply educate children, but design with
them. Co-design invites students into decision-making, problem-framing, and meaning-making, and it
challenges adults to access curiosity and perspective-taking to better understand how young people observe
and express the world. The session highlights how listening to children as collaborators cultivates empathy,
agency, and ethical learning environments. Participants will gain practical ways to integrate co-design into
classrooms, school culture, and policy, shifting from quick solutions to deeper understanding and shared
responsibility for learning.
Facilitators:

« Vijay Palaparty, Transdisciplinary Design Research and Strategy | Cultural Practice and Pedagogy

o Priya Dixit, Head of School, Akshar Arbol International School

Theatre Arts for Holistic Development in Education

Discover how theatre transforms learning into an engaging, creative, and inclusive experience. Explore tools
that nurture empathy, confidence, and self-expression in education.

Facilitator: Dr. Ambika Kameshwar, Founder-Director RASA Ramana Sunritya Aalaya

From Signs to Systems: A Holistic Approach to Specific Learning Disabilities.

The session adopts a holistic framework to examine Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD), underscoring the
necessity of coordinated action among educators, families, and institutional systems. It posits that the
integration of early identification processes with comprehensive, systemic support mechanisms enables a shift
from fragmented, remedial responses to cohesive, inclusive educational practices. Such an approach promotes
sustainability in intervention and ensures that the diverse learning needs of all students are addressed within
an equitable and responsive educational environment.

Facilitator: Yashodhara Narayanan, Head - New Initiatives, Madras Dyslexia Association

From Classrooms to Competencies: Leading the Shift to 2Ist-Century Learning
Move beyond traditional academics to nurture the skills that matter most today—critical thinking,
collaboration, creativity, and communication. Through interactive, experiential acti

ties, this workshop equips
school leaders with the tools and mindset to embed competency-based learning into everyday classroom
practice. Leave with a ready-to-implement plan and a clear vision for cultivating a future-ready learning
culture in your school.
Facilitators:

 Balaji Ramanujam, Co-Founder, TinkerVillage

+ Prabha S. Dixit, Head of School, Akshar Arbol International School
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04:40 PM -
04:55 PM COFFEE BREAK

05:00 PM -

0505 PM Felicitation of Workshop Facilitators

05:05 PM - . -
05:30 PM NICE AWARDS, Closing Remarks & Next steps on Whitepaper

05:30 PM -

0545 PM End of New India Education Summit 2025

End of NIES 2025

Day 2

Friday, 7 Nov



